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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

October 29, 2018 

 

PRESENT:  
Joseph F. Sheehan, Chairman  

Ernie Paciorkowski, Clerk 

Debbie Holmwood 

Robert Bamber 

Briana Hursen 

Also Present:  

 Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

             Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

ABSENT: 

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice Chairman 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Sheehan, Chairman, 

in Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall, 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the minutes of October 22, 2018, 

seconded by Mr. Bamber.   

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL- Sign for MassHire Career Center- 700 

Washington Street- Christine Greenan, The Sign Center 

 

Mr. Deschenes stated that the applicant is proposing to install a wall sign as well as two 

window signs.   

 

Mr. Deschenes stated that the applicant is proposing to install a 3’h X 10’w primary wall 

sign that says “MASSHIRE Norwood Career Center.” The proposed primary wall sign is 

30 S.F. and the proposed permanent window signs are both below 30% of the total area 
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 of the specific window panel they are mounted on.  This makes the wall sign in 

compliance with Section 6.2.16.2 of the Zoning Bylaws and permanent window signs in 

compliance with Section 6.2.14.3 of the Zoning Bylaws. 

 

Mr. Deschenes recommended approval of the wall sign and the two proposed permanent 

window signs. 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the wall sign and two window signs at 

700 Washington Street, seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED PLAN- St. Catherine’s Covent, Nahatan Street- 

Assessors Map 1, Block 10, Lot 21- David Hern, Attorney 

 

Mr. Hern is proposing an ANR plan to divide the land at St. Catherine’s Covent located 

on Nahatan Street, Assessors Map 1, Block 10, Lot 21.  Currently the property is located 

in the General Business district.  The lots are not zoned for Residential.   

 

Mr. Hern stated that he represents a group that would like to purchase the lot for 

redevelopment.   

 

Mr. Sheehan asked Mr. Hern what the group hopes to develop.  Mr. Hern stated 

residential units.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the ANR Plan, seconded by Mr. 

Bamber. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

STREET NAME CHANGE REQUEST- Tech Drive to mRNA Way- Bankim Patel, 

Moderna Therapeutics 

 

Moderna Therapeutics is requesting a road name change to the section of Plantingfield 

Road from the intersection with Tech Drive to the start of Upland Woods Circle. They 

are requesting to have this section changed to mRNA Way.   

 

Moderna Therapeutics’ current address is 100 Tech Drive, which has led to confusion as 

there is already a street in Town named Technology Way and their headquarters in 

Cambridge, MA is in Technology Square. 

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that she likes Moderna Way as a name instead of mRNA. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the Police and Fire Department were informed of this request. 
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Mr. Halkiotis stated that he has not informed the Police and Fire Department yet, because 

he wanted to hear the Planning Board’s thoughts as they are in charge of street name 

changes.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked the Planning Board if they would be in favor of getting rid of 

Tech Drive altogether and carry Plantingfield Road the whole way.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that mRNA Way does not roll off of one’s tongue easily and 

should not be a street name.  

 

The applicant agreed that the street name could be changed to Moderna Way.   

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that he can contact the Police and Fire Department to see if they have 

any concerns.   

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowki to approve the change of name to Moderna Way 

subject to the Police and Fire Department approval, seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed 

 

INFORMAL DISCUSSION- Railroad Avenue- David Hern, Attorney 

 

Mr. Hern stated that he represents a client who is looking into purchasing property on 

Railroad Avenue with the hope of creating two new buildable lots. 

 

Mr. Hern stated that frontage and adequate access would need to be created on the 

property.  The road would not be a Town road, but a private way potentially 20’ wide.   

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that infill developments like this are very hard to get in and out of 

currently and are not ideal.   

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that various waivers would need to be attained and that Mr. Hern’s 

client should ask an engineer to draft a plan following the Town’s subdivision regulation 

and note any waivers that would be needed. 

 

PLANNING BOARD BUSINESS – Approval of 84 & 95 Morse Street Decisions 

 

84 Morse Street 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that this is the same decision except for one correction. The 

correction is on Page 10 on the General Conditions #1 which addresses the hours of 

operation.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis initially stated that the hours of operation were written as 9AM-6PM where 

in actuality they should be 8AM-6PM for car deliveries. 

 



  December 4, 2018 

Mr. Hern also stated that the same correction applies to Page 7 as well.   

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that he wanted to make sure that the decision was approved by the 

Planning Board before stamping in with the Town Clerk.  

 

Mr. Hern asked if the Planning Board would be in favor of including Saturday hours as 

8AM-1PM for moving cars out of the lot to the dealerships.   

 

Ms. Holmwood stated that she would like Mr. Hern to ask for a modification due to the 

many concerns that people had over this project. 

 

Mr. Hern agreed with Ms. Holmwood’s concern and withdrew his request.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated the project will be approved for construction once all the conditions 

of approval have been met.   

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the correction to Page 7 and Page 10 of 

the decision, seconded by Mr. Bamber 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

95 Morse Street 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that the change to General Condition #12 was written verbatim to 

Mr. Hern’s application which allows car carrier deliveries to 95 Morse via the accepted 

route and plan.  

 

Mr. Hern stated that he would like the final revision date to be mentioned in the plan. 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the amendment decision for 95 Morse 

Street with changes, seconded by Mr. Bamber. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

STREET NAME CHANGE REQUEST- Morse Street Extension to Park Place- Site 

Readiness Grant  

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that in his status reports that one of the projects he is working on is a 

project which involves rebranding Vanderbilt Park. The project is funded from the Site 

Readiness Grant received last year and that for both gateway and wayfinding signage is 

being discussed. There is also plans to rename Morse Street Extension to Park Place 

which will fit in with the new rebranding. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis suggested that rather than vote on a change tonight that the Board review 

the information he had given to them and that this street name change could be voted on 

at a later meeting. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. 

Holmwood. 

 

VOTE 4-0 motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 PM.  

 

Next Meeting: November 19, 2018 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  
 
 

  


